
7Section 1: Medicare Basics 

Your Medicare coverage choices at a glance 
There are 2 main ways to get your Medicare coverage — Original Medicare or a 
Medicare Advantage Plan. Use these steps to help you decide which way to get your 
coverage. See page 35 for information about Medicare Advantage Plans and Medigap 
policies. 

Part A
Hospital  
Insurance

Part B
Medical  
Insurance

Medicare 
Supplement 
Insurance 
(Medigap) policy 

Part D 
Prescription 
Drug Coverage 

Part C
Combines Part A, 
Part B, and usually 
Part D 

Original Medicare Medicare Advantage Plan
Part C (like an HMO or PPO)

STEP 3:	Decide if you need to add  
	 supplemental coverage.

END 

END 

STEP 1: Decide how you want to get your coverage. 

Part D 
Prescription Drug 
Coverage (Most  
Medicare Advantage 
Plans cover  
prescription drugs. 
You may be able to 
add drug coverage in 
some plan types if not 
already included.) 

or

START 

If you join a Medicare Advantage Plan, 
you can’t use and can’t be sold a Medigap 
policy. See page 35.

STEP 2:	Decide if you need to 
	 add drug coverage.

STEP 2:	Decide if you need to 
	 add drug coverage.
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